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“Casting the net of prayer and the gospel to the ends of the earth”

Psalm 2:8 Ask of Me, and I will give You The nations for Your inheritance, And the ends of the earth for Your possession.


Biblical Basis for Prayer Walking

Jesus commanded His disciples to, “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations…”  The grammatical sense of Jesus’s command is, as you go…”.  The mandate given to every believer is, as they go make disciples.  

Foundational to our task of going and making disciples is prayer.  We see this important truth demonstrated throughout the Bible.  The Apostle Paul understood the vital importance of prayer to the advance of the gospel.  This is evident from his appeal to fellow believers to pray for him.  To the church in Colosse Paul makes this request: 

Colossians 4:3 “meanwhile praying also for us that God would open to us a door for the word, to speak the mystery of Christ…”

Again, Paul appeals to the Thessalonian church for prayer: 

II Thessalonians 3:1 “Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may run swiftly and be glorified, just as it is with you”

In each of these requests Paul is expressing his conviction that only the Father can open the door of people’s heart and cause the gospel to run swiftly so God is glorified, and His kingdom is advanced in all it’s transforming power.  

The question so many people ask is, “If it is God’s will for people to be saved why must we ask for God to open the door of their heart, and why must we ask God to work so the gospel will run swiftly from heart to heart?”

Part of the answer is revealed in the Old Testament book of Ezekiel:

Ezekiel 18:4 “Behold, all souls are Mine; The soul of the father as well as the soul of the son is Mine; The soul who sins shall die.”

God declares that all souls belong to Him.  And because all souls are guilty of sin against God, they are held by the Father for judgement.  The Lord Jesus Christ is the only one who can ask the Father for the release of souls because He alone can satisfy the just demand of a Holy and Just God who will not acquit the wicked without full payment of their sins.  However, God invites the Son to ask for the souls of people of all the nations to be His redeemed possession and inheritance: 

Psalm 2:8 “Ask of Me, and I will give You the nations for Your inheritance, and the ends of the earth for Your possession.” 

As followers of Christ we have been given the mandate to, “go…make disciples…” Our Lord Jesus has granted to us the privilege of asking the Father in His name for whatever is needed to accomplish our task.  Since all souls belong to the Father, and our Lord Himself is commanded to ask the Father for the souls of people of all the nations, we too must ask, and God promises to give!  

Prayer walking places intercessors in eye view of souls held for judgment by the Father.  As we walk by homes or pass people on the street, we can exercise our privilege to ask the Father for each soul that they will become the redeemed possession and inheritance of our Lord.  

As you prayer walk, or as you pray as you go along the routine of your day, keep in mind that you may be the only person who has ever asked the Father for the soul of  the person who passes you on the street, or the person sitting across from you in the doctor’s office, or that mother in the grocery store. 

Prayer walking places you in eye view of people who may have never had anyone to intercede to the Father on their behalf.  

Prepare for the battle on the ground - Three keys to powerful prayer walking:
	

WORSHIP – Celebrate God’s mercy and His promise to hear and to save!

Through your intercession as you prayer walk you are pleasing the heart of God who desires that all people come to Him through the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Prayer walking is an expression of your faith that God will hear and act to open the heart of those for whom you intercede so they can become the possession and inheritance of our Lord Jesus Christ.   

WARFARE – Satan is strategic in his methods to keep lost people lost.  We must not forget that we do not battle with flesh and blood but rather a spiritual host directed by Satan to prevent lost people from hearing and responding to the gospel. 

You are a soldier armed with God’s spiritual weapons that are powerful to pull down strongholds that keep people blind to the liberating truth of the gospel.  II Corinthians 10:3-4.

Because this is a spiritual struggle we must pray the Scriptures and pray in the Spirit. Prayer walking is not a display of our might or wisdom, but rather a God’s power and infinite wisdom.  

BLESS - Prayer walkers declare blessing over the community. God knows how to bless.  He knows the need of every individual you pass on the street.  Pray for a blessing from God upon the homes as well as the business you pass along the way.  Remember that the Scriptures declares that the goodness of God leads to repentance. (Romans 2:4)

While you are walking: 
 
1.  Remember prayer walking is praying with eye view of people and places.  Ask the Lord to help you see what He wants you to see.  Pray that your heart will be open to obey the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
2. Pray the Scriptures out loud as you walk rather than engaging in conversation with those who are walking along with you.  You are engaging a spiritual foe for the souls of men and women, be vigilant!
3. Take time to stop and pray together as a team.  
4. Remember the Holy Spirit is also interceding through us with groanings that cannot be uttered. (Romans 8:26)


Prayer Prompts: 

Ask the Lord to pull down spiritual strongholds that keep people blind to the message of the gospel. 

Hebrews 4:12  For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

Ask the Lord to send laborers into His harvest in this community.

Luke 10:2 Then He said to them, "The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few; therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest. 

Ask the Father to create a consciousness of sin that will cause those who are lost to seek His forgiveness and mercy.

Isaiah 66:2 For all those things My hand has made, And all those thing sexist,” Says the Lord. “But on this one will I look: On him who is poor and of a contrite spirit, And who trembles at My word.

Give time for the Holy Spirit work of interceding for you on behalf of all the people in your eye view. 

John 16: 8-11  And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: of sin, because they do not believe in Me; of righteousness, because I go to My Father and you see Me no more; of judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. 

Wrapping Up

After you and your team complete your prayer walking assignment take a few moments and share with one another about your experience and to pray for each other asking the Lord to help you to be faithful to continue to pray for the people in all the areas where you prayer walked.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Keeping a journal of your experiences will prove to be a blessing and source of encouragement.  Make entries of prayers you prayed, impressions you had.  It is a good idea to record the names of others who prayer walked with you so you can pray for them.  
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